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SUBCIRCUITS MAP

Mapping a court system for
the next generation

By Frank Calabrese




Public Act 101-0477, signed into
law last year, requires the General
Assembly to “redraw the
boundaries of the (Cook County)
subcircuits to reflect the results of
the 2020 federal decennial
census.”

This is the first time the Cook
County judicial subcircuits will be
redistricted since they were
created.

The 15 judicial subcircuit districts
of Cook County were created by
law in 1991, and the population
patterns of Cook County have
changed significantly since 1991.




PROBLEMS WITH CURRENT SUBCIRCUIT MAP

POPULATION DIVERSITY COMMUNITY

The population of the Only 5 of 15 The subcircuits do not
current subcircuits are subcircuits are reflect cohesive
greatly unbalanced majority minority communities




POPULATION PROBLEM

Public Act 101-0477 requires
that “the subcircuits shall be
compact, contiguous, and
substantially equal in
population.”

Currently, the subcircuits do

not substantially have equal
population. The current
population range is 428,824 to
239,039, a difference of 189,87
people.
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The Circuit Court
of Cook County
Judicial Subcircuits

Mean Subcircuit Population:
346,514

10 Subcircuits Above the Mean
Largest District:
8th Subcircuit: 428,824

5 Subcircuits Below the Mean
Smallest District:
5th Subcircuit: 239,039
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Sources:

2019 American Community Survey
United States Census Bureau
Cook County Circuit
Apportionment Act of 1991
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The 8th Subcircuit has the
most people with 428,824 and
the s5th Subcircuit has the
least with 239,039 people. The
population mean of the 15
subcircuits is 346,514 and the
median subcircuit is the 14th
Subcircuit with 358,127
people.

The 5th Subcircuit is over 44%
smaller than the 8th
Subcircuit, much higher than
the 10% population deviation
tolerated by federal courts.
Karcher v. Daggett, 462 U.S.
725, 730-31 (1983); White v.

Regester, 412 U.S. 755 (1973).

POPULATION PROBLEM

Cook County Judicial Subcircuits 2019 Population
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DIVERSITY PROBLEM

Of the 15 subcircuits, 10
subcircuits have whites as the
largest voting blocks, with
hine subcircuits being majority
white and the 3rd Subcircuit
being plurality white. There
are four majority Black
subcircuits.

The 7th Subcircuit has seen its
Black voting population
diluted, but it is stilla 57%
Black district by voting
population. There is only one
majority Latino subcircuit, the
14th Subcircuit, which is 62%
Latino.
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Current Subcircuit Population 22.2% Deviation
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__ Naperville-

Napervilte

Current Cook County
Judicial Subcircuit Map

One Majority Latino
Subcircuit

Proposed Cook County
Judicial Subcircuit Map

Two Majority Latino
Subcircuits
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Proposed 6th Subcircuit

Population: 351,730
(0.01% deviation)

Voting Age Population:

32% White
56% Latino

Current 6th Subcircuit

Population: 333,430
(-5.20% deviation)

Voting Age Population
44% White

43% Latino
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Proposed 7th Subcircuit

Population: 351,687
(0.0% deviation

Voting Age Population:
56% Black
25% Latino

Current 7th Subcircuit

Population: 323,949
(-7.89% deviation)

Voting Age Population:

51% Black

22% Latino
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